


On Friday, 14 March 2020, the Federal Council declared a state of emer-
gency because of the increasing number of people infected with orona.
The economy was more or less shut down, only the emergency supply
was maintained. Shops and restaurants were closed. In order to reduce
the number of sick people or to ensure intensive care in hospitals, Swit-
zerland accepted a rising number of unemployed or bankruptcies. Individ-
ual sectors such as the hotel and restaurant industry were hit hard by the
so-called lockdown.

The massive economic cutbacks were justified by the need to protect the
generation over 65 years of age, which is particularly at risk from the vi-
rus, and this quickly led to ethical questions such as “economic well-being
of an entire society versus ensuring top medical care for all”.

Now we know from the Federal Constitution that the strength of a nation
is measured by the well-being of the weak. This is precisely what was put
to the test during the Corona crisis. The Corona crisis reflects the extent
to which our society is prepared to protect the weakest. The key words
here are solidarity, charity and renunciation. The Federal Council regu-
lates with measures and demands this solidarity from society towards the
patients at risk. Our lives are severely restricted from one day to the next.
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Protagonists

The story is a dialogue.
Ralph is 75 years old.
The former insurance
expert is retired and
represents the voice of
the older generation.
Since Ralph suffered
a heart attack a few
years ago, he is not
only in the risk group
because of his age.
Simon is 24 years old,
single and a waiter by
profession. He lost his
job during the Corona
crisis and has to make
ends meet with a little
help from the state.
Both Ralph and Simon
look at their current
life, which is marked
by the crisis, through
their “Corona glass-
es”. The everyday life
of the two protagonists
is illuminated. Where-
by different views
quickly emerge.
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The view through
different glasses
Shortly after the start
of the lockdown, voic-
es are already being
raised that question
the extent of the pro-
tective measures.
The ethical and mor-
al question “Man or
Economy?” becomes
the central issue.
Concepts such as
collective well-being,
solidarity or personal
freedom have a differ-
ent meaning for every-
one and are evaluated
differently. And since
everyone is affected
by the lockdown or the
virus in a different way,
opinions drift far apart.
One looks at the world
as it presents itself in
this exceptional situa-
tion through different
glasses. An actual
generation conflict is
opening up.



Caffe Eleni - closed
until further notice
From one day to the
next, people from the
{ most diverse indus-
1 tries have nothing
more to do. The clos-
ing of restaurants is
just one branch that
gets hit hard. Although
the state provides un-
complicated loans for
companies, makes
short-time work pos-
sible and supports in-
dividuals with financial
contributions, many
people are neverthe-
less pushed to the
edge of their exis-
tence.
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Where would Swit-
zerland be without
the commitment of
the post-war gener-
ation?

The current econom-
ic crisis is contrasted
by the achievements
of the post-war gen-
eration on which, in
particular, today’s
prosperity is based.
Nevertheless, the Co-
rona crisis is costing
the state billions. A re-
cession of the century
is to be feared. Must
and may an economy
afford this in order to
prolong the lives of the
elderly?
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| GET VERY LOWVELY.

Home alone

Stay home, stay
healthy. A decisive
factor in containing the
Corona virus was and
remains social dis-
tance. Only by keep-
ing a distance can the
spread of the virus be
stopped. Single peo-
ple in particular have
been forced into iso-
lation. Negative side
effects such as lone-
liness, depression,
but also aggression
in families became
the real side problem
through the required
“social distancing”,
which should not be
underestimated in its
effects.
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65 and still go shop-
ping yourself
Especially people
from the group of over
65-year-olds, who are
at least as much af-
fected by these “side
problems” as younger
people, felt discrimi-
nated against by be-
ing asked to stay at
home, literally not to
move out of the house
at all. Increasingly, a
rage of the younger
generation against the
older generation is no-
ticeable. Older people,
if they dare to leave
the house, often feel
hostile and discrim-
inated against. The
Corona crisis drives
many, young and old,
into loneliness, even
depression, especially
when financial bottle-
necks have arisen at
the same time. Can
and will a society allow
itself this? How many
fall by the wayside in
the end?
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